


Mark Vinson, Joe Tatum, Don Howell
and Doug the frog

ADMMiicro is not your
usual ‘six guys and a
frog’ story >

Executive Summary:

It’s about energy management, which is about
saving money and being environmentally
friendly. Ultimately, though, it's about the
frog, Doug (Dumb Old Utility Guys).

By David Perry

The six guys are five former American
Electric Power engineers—Mark Vinson, Don
Howell, Arnie Tamagni, Mike Campbell, and
Frank Blevin—that left the utility to form an
energy management firm, along with banker
Joe Tatum. This Roanoke-based startup is
changing the energy management world,
combining old-fashioned engineering
know-how with determination and a

dose of fun.

What's so hard about

being Sreen?
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We've figured out
how to make
corporate level
energy management
cost-effective for
big, geographically
spread-out, smaller-
facility enterprises.

David Perry

—Mark Vinson

ADMMicro has created a niche by making
energy management affordable for even the
smallest facilities. Says Vinson, VP for
engineering, “We've figured out how to
make corporate level energy management
cost-effective for big, geographically
spread-out, smaller-facility enterprises.”
That approach has attracted national clients
like Target, the U.S. Postal Service, DSW
shoes, and O'Reilly Auto Parts.

ADMMicro was started in 2002. Since then,
it's grown from the original six founders to a
company with more than 5o employees, and
has become one of the Roanoke Valley's
leading high-tech firms. In December, the
company moved from an office on Franklin
Rd. into a new 30,000 square foot space in
the former Johnson & Johnson Innotech
building near the Roanoke Regional Airport.

And now, with energy prices rising and

President Obama planning to spend billions

on energy conservation, ADMMicro is poised

to lead a revolution in the way companies
collect and analyze data on their
energy usage.

Energy management is more than
common sense. “It's not just turning
lights on and off. It's far more
advanced than that,” says
president-CEO Howell.

“We have a patented ability to
understand thoroughly the flow of
energy within a facility, and to
understand down to device level how
energy is being used within the total



facility,” says Howell. *"Knowing that creates
lots of opportunities to maximize the dollars
spent on energy.”

“Smaller facilities are where the bulk of the
energy in the country is consumed,” added
Vinson. “Those smaller buildings are the
ones that historically had no energy mana
gement at all. We're taking the old ideas
about energy management and making
them work in smaller facilities.”

ADMMicro doesn't just make energy
management scalable, it makes the data
easier for managers to access and analyze.
Says Tatum, executive VP and managing
director, “Our system is an information
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platform, and we're going to give them
more information about their own
operation than they've ever seen before.”

Oh, and about that frog. It's the neon green
and orange company mascot, Doug, “which
stands for dumb old utility guys,” says
Howell. It was a nickname given to the five
engineers by their younger coworkers at
AEP.

These dumb old utility guys seem to have
made some smart moves in a tough
marketplace. Says Tatum, “In an economy
where there are layoffs and downturns,
2009 will be the biggest year we've had

by far.” \\)
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“My childhood dream became a reality at the age of 21,
through the blessings of God, the support of my parents,

the faculty at Liberty University, and the Aviation department.”
—Anthony Beckles I1
Commercial Pilot, American Eagle Airlines and Liberty University graduate
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For more info, contact us at (434) 582-2183 or erogers@liberty.edu
www.liberty.edu/aviation
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